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September 3, 2015 
 
 
Dear Parent(s), 
 
Grand Prairie ISD has the tremendous responsibility of transporting thousands of students on school buses each 
day to and from school.  Ensuring the safety and security of the students riding on those buses is one of our 
highest priorities.  Therefore, we are constantly researching the newest systems and solutions offered in the school 
bus transportation industry that will help transport our students in a safer and more secure way.   
 
GPISD has identified a solution that is the most technologically advanced and comprehensive system available 
today.  The system is called SMART tag.  SMART tag utilizes a tablet computer on each school bus, equipped 
with an RFID reader, mobile connectivity and GPS.  Similar to systems used in public transportation, students will 
place their supplied SMART tag ID cards on the sensor of the tablet computer when loading and unloading their 
bus.  No information is stored on the Student ID, except for what is printed on the outside, which is the student’s 
name and associated bar code.   This system wirelessly transmits information to the Transportation Department, 
such as which students are on which buses, and the location of the bus. The SMART tag system also enhances 
communication with campuses and the Transportation Department including notification of an approaching bus 
and the ability to view student’s bus riding activity. The bus drivers will also benefit through improved safety and 
automation of tasks, better enabling them to focus on the safe transport of students. 
 
No child will be denied transportation service by a driver if they do not have a badge at this time.   
 
After September 15th, if your child has not been provided a transportation badge by their campus please send your 
child’s first and last name, student ID number and the campus they attend to Transporation.Resource@gpisd.org.   
 
We hope you can begin to see the many advantages of this system and how it will help to greatly improve the 
safety and security of the students, as well as the efficiency and accuracy of our drivers and Transportation 
personnel.  
 
 
 
Phil Gurke 
Director of Transportation 
Grand Prairie ISD 
 


